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REPTILES is Friends’ March 22nd Program 

(Rescheduled from October because of  the fires) 
 Want to learn the difference between a reptile and 
an amphibian?  Wondering which snakes are harmless and 
which are not?  How do snakes reproduce?  Susan Bashore, 
a City of Escondido Park Ranger stationed at Kit Carson 
Park will be the featured presenter at the Friends’ March 
22nd General Meeting.  She will give the Friends a talk and 
slide show on San Diego County Reptiles.   

 Susan will bring a rosy boa ,as well as several snake 
skins to help people identify snakes both venomous and 
non-venomous.  She will discuss when they emerge, their 
behavior, where we are likely to see them, what to do when 
we do see them.  She will also cover snakes with dogs and 
horses and what to do for snake bites for them and us.   

The meeting will begin at 10am at the County’s Valley Cen-
ter, Library Community Room, 29200 Cole Grade Road, 

with coffee, donuts and socializing.  All are welcome, please join us! 

 
How do you tell if a snake is venomous? 

 First of all, if you don't know, leave it alone. Second, even if 
you do know, leave it alone. You can't tell if a snake is venomous just by 
looking at it unless you are familiar with the characteristics of different 
types of snakes. In the United States, there are 4 major types of venom-
ous snakes: rattlesnakes, water moccasins, copperheads, and coral 
snakes. In other countries there are other kinds as well. But all snakes 
will bite if threatened. The vast majority of all snakebites, venomous or 
otherwise, occur when someone tries to capture a snake. Get a good 

field guide with color pictures, 
written for the area you are ex-
ploring or visiting, before you 
head out. Study it ahead of time, 
and learn the characteristics of 
the snakes you are likely to see.   
Reprinted from the San Diego 
Natural History Museum   more 
info at  http://www.sdnhm.org 

Inside This Issue: 

• A Case to Conserve Rancho Guejito 

• Friends Calendar 

• Canyon Edge Effects 

Desert Rosy Boa, Adult, San Diego County. Photo Gary 
Nafis and  CaliforniaHerps.com 

San Diego Ring-necked Snake, Adult underside, 
Fallbrook. Photo Robert Beecroft, and Califor-

niaherps.com 

Red Diamond Rattlesnake, Photo Jason 
Jones and Californiaherps.com 



Friends Meetings  
 The Friends hold public gen-
eral meetings once per quarter.  The 
meetings feature an educational program 
on some natural or environmental topic 
and committee and officer updates.   

Match 22nd, 9am VC County Library 

June 21st, VC County Library 

 For up-to-date info on events 
and activities check the website at 
www.hellholecanyon.org.  

Board of Directors Meetings are held 
monthly, on second Tuesdays.  Call 760 
751-1443 for location and info. 

Docent Led Hikes   
Hikes are led monthly (except Aug) 
on every 3rd Saturday, 9am from the 
Preserve parking lot. For information 
call us at 760-749-5320 or visit our web-
site at www.hellholecanyon.org  

Mark your Calendars!! 
Next guided hikes will be: 

April 19th 

May 17th 

June 21st 

   For a great and safe hike, we  suggest 
you bring the following:  lots of water, 
hat, sunglasses and sunscreen, long-
sleeved shirt and pants, sturdy hiking 
shoes, snack foods, binoculars, camera, 
guide / Reference books. Please note that 
the Preserve can get warm and then hot 
quickly compared to the earlier morning 
start times. Be Safe and See you there!! 

Volunteers Needed! 
  Each one of  us has some-
thing to offer!   
 Volunteers are wanted to 
serve on Friends committees.   
Volunteering is a fine way to net-
work with neighbors and help 
the Friends meet it educational 
and land conservation goals.  
Won’t you please consider be-
coming a volunteer with the 
Friends?   
 Education Commit-
tee—Help to plan quarterly 
meetings, schedule presenters 
and speakers for quarterly meet-
ings; Chair, Judy Zanolli 
 Membership Commit-
tee-Help develop membership 
activities, keep membership data 
up to date. Chair Marian Klein. 
 Acquisition Commit-
tee—help with grant writing, 
fund development. Help the 
Friends plan land conservation 
work and activities; Chair Carol 
Gartner.    
 Do you have a special 
talent or skill you think might be 
helpful?  Please call 751-1443 if 
you are interested in helping out!  

Friends of Hellhole Canyon  
Open Space Preserve 

 
PO Box 221 

Valley Center, CA 92082 
Website: www.hellholecanyon.org 

760 749-5320 
 

The Hellhole Canyon gazette is pub-
lished quarterly, in Valley Center, CA.  

 
Board of Directors 

 
Rick Landavazo, President 

Carol Gartner, VP Acquisitions 
Meredyth Pierson, Treasurer 
Joaquin Aganza, Secretary 
Walter Pintner, Director 
Marian Klein, Director 
Debi McSwain, Director 
Bonnie Wheeler, Director 
Kenny Goldberg, Director 

 
 

Bookkeeping provided pro bono by 
Roxanne Greene, Business Services 

 
The Friends is a nonprofit land 
trust and environmental educa-
tion. We are dedicated to pro-
tecting natural open space at 
the Preserve and in our com-

munity.   
 

County of San Diego Parks Staff 
Ranger assigned to Hellhole Canyon: 

Dave Holt, Supervising Ranger 
Nick Sloan, Ranger 

Offices at Wildernes Gardens Preserve 
Phone (760)742-1631 
  Cell (760) 212-5549 

14209 Highway 76 
Pala, Ca 92059 
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Lake Hodges Native Plant Club  

The Lake Hodges Native Plant 
Club will be having a special tour 
for California Native Plant Society 
members of its "Nativescapes Gar-
den" at the Wild Animal Park on 
Saturday, April 5 at 10AM.  You 
don't want to miss the California 
peonies in bloom!  This registered 
botanical garden will also be full of 
other blooming natives in its 11 
areas.   
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Canyon ‘Edge Effects’ 
 Edge Effects are a land manager’s term for 
impacts to open space from the edges.  For example 
a house cat from a home adjacent to a protected 
open space that hunts birds in the protected open 
space is considered an edge effect of development on 
the Preserve.   The following couple of stories are 
about human, not little kitty’s, damaging effects on 
the Preserve. 

Dirt Bike Patrols Stepped Up 
 Supervising Ranger Dave Holt has advised 
the Friends that patrols have been stepped up to halt 
off road vehicle trespass and damage to the Preserve.  
Parks rangers are working with the local sheriff to 
detain individuals riding dirt bikes and quads in the 
Preserve and encourage the public to report illegal 
off-roading in the Preserve.  Speaking of joy riding 
did you hear about the stolen white Nissan that 
ended up in Hell Creek.  The Friends received many 
calls but could not believe it, but here’s proof:   

 Removal of the car, which was done carefully 
to avoid spilling oil and gasoline into Hell Creek, cost 
the County Parks Department $2,400.   

Dozer Damage to the Preserve 
 During the Poomacha Fire California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) teams 
cut a dozer line thru extensive sections of the north 
slopes of the Preserve.  The damage pictured here are 
wide cuts thru the coastal sage habitat on the east 

side of the Preseve.  Bulldozers also dozed a large 
section of trails that followed the 1800’s Escondido 
Canal.   The decision to cause this damage to the 
fragile Preserve habitat was taken to create a fire-
break thru the Preserve during the Poomacha 2007 
fires.  It is difficult to second guess the decisions of 

Cal Fire during an emergency but the ahe area dozed 
is well known for high wind-tunnel effects due to 
local topography, and where its doubtful a dozer line 
could stop a wildfire during a windstorm.   The Pre-
serve burned extensively in 2002 and little fuel re-
mained.  The Poomacha burn in the Preserve was 
light.  

 Our look into the dozer damage resulted in 
recommendations for how the dozer line could be 
restored.  To date some of these recommendations 
have been implemented by CalFire and the County of 
San Diego Department of Parks and Recreation.  Su-
pervising Ranger, Dave Holt, says that 75% to 85% 
of the restoration is complete.  He expects Urban 
Corp workers to arrive in April to continue surface 
drainage and erosion control work.  Disturbance of 
soils is the most efficient way for invasive weeds to 
spread into the Preserve.  The need for ongoing 
management and weed control of the dozer line res-
toration will continue for the next year or two.  See 
www.hellholecanyon.org for more info. 
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Rancho Guejito is crucial to the biological integrity of Hellhole 
Canyon; it supports a critical easterly wildlife corridor for the 

Preserve and is key to habitat connectivity of the Preserve.  

Should the Rancho be 
saved from development? 

In Southern California, just east of Hellhole Canyon 
Open Space Preserve, there is an unspoiled land-
scape second to none. The 22,000-acre Rancho 
Guejito (Wah-hee-tow)  represents a California 
straight out of the history books, and believed long 
gone. Now threatened by unwise development, this 
“time capsule” needs our help.  
 

History 
In 1845, the “Rancho Guejito y Cañada de Palomia” was 
granted to José María Orozco by the Mexican gov-
ernment. 
Subse-
quent 
Ameri-
can own-
ers added 
to the 

original land grant. Adobe houses on the ranch date to the 1800s.  
 
 Today, the ranch is the best preserved Mexican land grant in 
Southern California. With so much of San Diego’s historic land-

scape developed, preserving this window into history is impera-
tive. This Old California cattle ranch – in its original setting – pro-
vides an unparalleled opportunity for our children to see and un-
derstand their past. 
 

Heritage 
The name “Guejito” derives from the Spanish “aguajito” for little 
spring, which reflects the native Luiseño people’s name for the 
area – “paamal” or place of the small spring. The Guejito echoes 
with more than 6,000 years of Native American use. More than 
forty archaeological sites are known.  Sacred places – indicated by 

Rancho 
Guejito 



pictographs (paintings on rocks) – are of great cul-
tural importance.  Preservation would maintain the 
ancestral area of today’s Kumeyaay and Luiseño peo-
ple, and allow the reconstruction of an entire way of 
life. 
 

Nature 
The gentle valleys of Rancho Guejito are an ecologi-
cal gateway connecting the coast to the higher eleva-
tions of the Cleveland National Forest. Here, golden 
eagles and mountain lions find the “room to roam” 
that has vanished elsewhere.   
 

The ranch’s mosaic of oak woodlands, conifer forests, grasslands, 
pools, and creeks is unmatched in the county. There are twenty dif-
ferent plant communities and 66 rare or threatened species, including 
one of the last strongholds of the Engelmann oak. Vast grasslands 
evoke a magnificent and sun-drenched solitude, unchanged for hun-
dreds of years. It is, as scientists have said, a conservation jewel. 
 

The Future 
While Rancho Guejito remains relatively remote, a pattern of en-

croaching development makes timely action essential. A state park was 
planned in 1974 but never came to fruition. Massive development is 
now being proposed, but federal, state, and local funds are available to 
protect the land – through purchase or by acquiring a “conservation 
easement” that maintains private ownership.  
            The community must take responsibility for saving this historic 
treasure for our future generations. In the words of Nancy Sloane 
Coates, widow of the owner and good steward of the ranch from 
1974-2006, “How would a young person know what California once 
looked like, if all you see is houses and more houses?”   
            There are appropriate places for growth, but this is not one of them. There is only one Rancho 
Guejito. Let’s save it. 
 

————————- 
Reprinted from the Save Guejito coaltion, a group of San Diego County open space, land conservation and Friends organiza-

tions, including the Friends of Hellhole Canyon, which is advocating the conservation of Rancho Guejito.  For more information 
please visit www.saveguejito.org 
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A Helpful but “Not-to-Scale’ Map to Hellhole Canyon  
Open Space Preserve 

 
  Some phone numbers  
to try for directions …. 

760 828-0726, Friends 

760 749-5320, Friends 

760 742-1631, County Parks 

760 212-5549,  Ranger 

 
The Preserve address that  
Can be keyed into satellite  
directional systems is: 
19324 Santee Lane  
Valley Center 
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The Friends of Hellhole Canyon Open Space Preserve is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
creating public awareness and appreciation of Hellhole Canyon Open 
Space Preserve and encouraging the establishment and protection of 
natural open space in Valley Center, California.   We coordinate with the 
County of San Diego Department of Parks and Recreation department to support 
educational hikes, outings, events, and recreational events at the Preserve promoting 
the native plants, wildlife and habitats of the Preserve.     The ‘Friends’ 
organization is committed to the expansion and protection of Hellhole 
Canyon Open Space Preserve.  We believe that the Preserve represents an 
extraordinary natural resource that must be safeguarded for the enjoyment and 
inspiration of present and future generations.     While the Friends organization 
works to create public awareness and appreciation of the Preserve it is also 
incorporated as a land conservancy.  We are proactively working to expand the 
Preserve by creating opportunities for willing landowners to create open space 
through land sales, conservation easements and contributions of land.  We are 
working to obtain public and private funds so that critical habitats and sensitive open 
space can be acquired and conserved in the public interest.   

Membership Support 

Membership and Open Space Campaign Contribution Form  Your Membership Contribution supports the day-to-day work 
of the Friends.   Contributions to the Open Space Campaign go 100% to land acquisition and conservation.   We need your support, won’t you please 
become a member and support our campaign to conserve our local natural open spaces?  
 

Name_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________City__________Zip_________ 

 

Email Address_______________________________Telephone (______)______________ 

Membership contributions and Open Space Campaign contributions are tax deductible.  Contributions will be acknowledged 
with an IRS approved  year end contribution letter .  

Please clip and mail this form to Friends of Hellhole Canyon Open Space Preserve, PO Box 221 Valley Center, CA 92082. 

Enclosed is my (circle one) new / renewing annual 
Membership Contribution in the amount of: 

___  $20 Student/Senior (55+) 

____ $35 Individual 

____ $50 Household 

____ $ 100 Sycamore Tree Sustaining  

____ $150 Oak Tree Foundation 

____$350 Manzanita 

____ $500 Canyoneer 

Yes,  in addition to my membership contribution I want to support the 
Friends’ Open Space Campaign.  My contribution goes 100% to 
natural land acquisitions.  Enclosed is my: 

 

Enroll me in the 100 Acres Club.  Enclosed is my 
$500 Contribution.    

Acquisition Fund contribution: 

$50 $100 $200 $Other _____ 



Friends of Hellhole Canyon Open Space Preserve 

PO Box 221 

Valley Center, CA 

92082 

 

REPTILES is Friends’ March 22nd Program 
(Rescheduled from October because of  the fires) 

Friends General Meeting will be held at the Valley Center County Library, Valley Center 
Branch, 29200 Cole Grade Rd. 

All are welcome.  Light pastries, coffee served. 
Please join us for friendship and to share information about the Preserve,  and open space 

protection.  Board members will give updates about the organization’s activities. 
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